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‘’WE ACKNOWLEDGE THAT IN 1994 THERE 

HAS BEEN A GENOCIDE IN RWANDA’’ 

I would like to thank you again for your warm welcome on my arrival in my country after 16 years in 

exile. First thing on the Rwandan soil, I went straight to honour our people who died during the 

genocide; I also explained that rememberance was an important ritual for Rwandans. Because of the 

many lives we lost in our country, let’s all of us together advocate for NEVER AGAIN. Politicians, those 

aiming for political leadership, and any other person should stress NEVER AGAIN as their main motto for 

action. 

We agree totally and are conscious that there has been a genocide against Tutsis and we seriously and 

continuously advocate that all those who were responsible be brought before the courts of justice. We 

also agree that there have been other serious crimes against humanity and war crimes; those who 

committed them have to bear the legal consequences. We must all the time remember those tragedies, 

make sure they don’t get ever repeated. We need also to ensure that people’s lives are effectively and 

strongly protected by laws. 

It is shameful to find people using Rwandans’ suffering and tragedies to silence and oppress others. It is 

also disgraceful to see some referring to that painful period in our history to lend others ideologies 

aimed at reducing the seriousness of crimes committed. The main and honorable role of the media is to 

inform objectively without any bias and raise awareness on possible controversies that could emerge 

from the tragedy our country has experienced. 

Let’s work for a true reconciliation not characterised by intimidation, so that we politicians could put 

forward effective policies and manifestos, instead of distracting the populations by looking for our 

interests in exploiting the tragedy that has traumatised every Rwandan. 

All of us together, let’s build our country in a total peaceful environment. 

Victoire Ingabire Umuhoza      - Chairperson of FDU-INKINGI 

 


